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I WOULD like to welcome the direc¬ 
tors, supporters and players of 
Swinton Lions back to Don Valley 
this evening. . 

Having not played in Sheffield for 
over 14 years they now appear here 
for the second time in less than a 
month. 

Both teams will have high hopes 
of progressing through the Play-off 
series to the final at Widnes in a 
month's time. 

If we can perform like we did 
against the Giants then Division 
One is certainly well within our 
capabilities. 

The atmosphere at 
the Huddersfield 
game was superb 
and the players cer¬ 
tainly responded to 
the occasion. 

It's a shame that 
they couldn't main¬ 
tain it for the last 
quarter of the game 
as they clearly had 
the Giants rattled. 

The players cer¬ 
tainly showed what 
they are capable of 
and did everyone 
proud, and I don’t 
think that the sup¬ 
porters could have 
been much more 
pleased even if we'd 
won. 

They were certainly a happier 
bunch than the Giants who seemed 
more intent on moaning about our 
programme content than praising 
our efforts. 

It certainly makes a change to be 
harshly criticised rather than 
thanked by a visiting chairman, but 
life remains full of surprises. 

A question that I have been asked 
a lot of late concerns the future via¬ 
bility of the club in the event that we 
are not successful in securing the 
final place in Division One. 

Rather than attempting to initiate 



merger talks with Whitehaven (if 
anyone from Huddersfield is read¬ 
ing, that was supposed to be a 
joke!) we have been busy formulat¬ 
ing budgets for next season regard¬ 
less of the division we are to play in. 

These will need to be adjusted 
slightly once we know where we are 
playing and rely upon the continuing 
support of the fans and sponsors. 

This season we have been very 
successful in the corporate lounge 
on match-days but this hasn't 
always been backed up by good 
attendances. 

Goldrush numbers have also 

been disappointing 
but are starting to 
show signs of 
improvement. 

One of the major 
areas of cost 
remains our develop¬ 
ment work despite 
the recent decision 
of John Kain to leave 
the club. 

The charitable trust 
that we set up is 
starting to show 
signs of success with 
a number of busi¬ 
nesses pledging 
amounts of money 
and again I would 
like to call upon sup¬ 
porters to assist in 
this important area 
by considering if they can afford a 
small monthly donation. 

We know we must be doing 
something right if the number of 
Super League clubs who have con¬ 
tacted us over how to set up a trust 
is anything to go by. 

Even the mighty Bradford Bulls 
have been in touch for advice, 
although not the Giants who, with a 
parachute payment handed to them, 
probably think they don't need to. 

Enjoy the game and hopefully 
we'll be welcoming Barrow or 
Keighley here next week. 
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Big guns are back for 
sudden-death shoot-out 


□ HAVE always said that you 
have to enjoy this game to 
play it well. 

When you stop enjoying then 
it's time to stop playing. Well, 
today I think it may be a little 
different. 

This is one I want 
to win. One the 
Eagles must win. 

Enjoyment, for 
once, comes 
second. 

We played well 
against Huddersfield 
but we didn't win. Second 
doesn't count in sudden- 
death games like tonight. 

I'm disappointed that we 
didn't make the top nine and 
an automatic place in the First 
Division next season. 

But we didn't - and we still 
have a chance of a place 
thanks to the Play-offs. It's not 
going to be easy. 

Don’t look at the league table 
and see that Swinton Lions fin¬ 
ished well below us. 

That table doesn’t count for 
anything now - it's what hap¬ 
pens out there for the next 80 
minutes. 

We beat the Lions twice this 
season but we made hard work 
of the win at Don Valley. 

Swinton come here with 
nothing to lose and they will be 
up for it, make no mistake. 



They finished the league 
season with a good win the 
other week so we can't take 
them lightly, but we have the 
advantage of playing at home. 

This is the biggest game of 
the season - we want to be in 
the First Division. 

That's why tonight I’m hoping 
to have out our strongest and 
most experienced side. 

The last two weeks we've 
trained hard and selection is 
being based on the fittest and 
those who can give that little 
extra for the Eagles. 

If all has gone well, Johnny 
Bruce is coming back, and 


Wayne Flynn, Andy Poynter 
and even Mark Aston are back 
in contention! 

What we are looking at are 
experienced players, and that's 
what you need in Play-off 
games - players who will 
deliver the goods on the day 
and not get intimidated. 

Some of you might be sur¬ 
prised if I make it into the 17. 

I’ve had my problems with 
some old injuries that keep 
coming back this season but 
I've been training hard and the 
Play-offs have always been my 
aim. 

I'm really excited by the way 
training has gone and I want to 
be out at Don Valley again in 
front of Eagles fans. 

We’re going to have a big 
push on these Play-offs and we 
want to get to the final at 
Halton Stadium, Widnes. 

But first off we've got to beat 
Swinton - so get behind the 
lads as you did against 
Huddersfield. 

That was great and we need 
more of it tonight. 
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1928... the year 
of the Lions' pride 


T onight sees the return of 
Swinton Lions to the Don 
Valley, the last but one side the 
Eagles have played. But that is 
one of the anomalies of the 
qualifying Play-Off system. 

Last time the two met 
Sheffield squeaked a win over 
our 15th-position visitors, 
although Phil Veivers was not 
happy with his side's perfor¬ 
mance. 

Because of a bad start the 
Lions are actually further down 
the table than their more recent 
results would perhaps have 
placed them. 

However this has not always 
been the case. Swinton Lions 
have a long and proud history 
with records to their name. 

They were the first club to 
win the Challenge Cup in the 
20th century, beating their local 
rivals Salford, 16-8 in the 1900 
final. 

Swinton also appeared in 
three successive finals, 1926 to 
1928, winning twice. 

The first two were against 
Oldham. In the 1926 final 
heavy rain and extremely 
strong winds plagued the 
whole match. Swinton won the 
toss and elected to play with 
the wind at their backs. 


The result was that every 
time Oldham tried to kick to 
relieve their lines, the ball blew 
back over their heads. 

Having finally forced their 
way up field, Oldham gained a 
penalty but kicking for goal 
against such a wind proved 
futile. 

Bizarrely, an attempted drop- 
goal by Swinton saw the ball 
rebound off the crossbar 
straight into their hooker’s arms 
and he walked over the line. 

A further penalty for Swinton 
was struck from the halfway 
line, with the help of the wind. 
By the second half Oldham 
were drained and could 
manage only an unconverted 
try. 

The following year Oldham 

g ained revenge, beating 
winton 26-7 at Central Park, 
Wigan in front of over 33,000 
fans. 

1928 was, however, a real 
glory year for the Lions. They 
re-took the Challenge Cup, 
beating Warrington 5-3 and 
the whole team performed 
superbly all season. 

As well as the Challenge 
Cup, they picked up the 
Championship, Lancashire Cup 
and the Lancashire League 
Cup. They are only one of 


three teams to ever scoop all 
four cups on offer in a season. 

Swinton’s last appearance in 
a Challenge Cup Final was in 
1992 when they matched 
Leeds with four goals apiece. 

The Leeds victory came 
through the only try of the 
match and was scored down 
the wing by the legendary Eric 
Harris. 

Challenge Cup Rnals had 
been played at Wembley sta¬ 
dium since 1929, but because 
of the imminent departure of 
the British Lions on an 
Australian tour, this one had to 
be played a month early and 
was taken back to Central 
Park. 

Sadly, Swinton never got to 
play at Wembley. 

The club went on to win other 
honours, principally the 
Championship in 1931, 1935, 
1963 and 1964. In the 1980s 
they yo-yo-ed back and forth 
between the old Divisions One 
and Two and this was the start 
of the problems which have 
troubled them to the present 
day. 

No doubt Phil Veivers will be 
wanting his 21st-century Lions 
to try to emulate some of their 
forebears’ old cup-tie tactics 
and maul a few Eagles tonight! 
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/cF^UTSY Eagles ended their 
^3 Northern Ford Premiership 
season by giving arch-rivals 
Huddersfield Giants the fright of their 
lives. 

The Eagles eventually went down 
38-18 to the full-timers but for 60 min¬ 
utes looked capable of pulling off a 
Giant-slaying against their unbeaten 
opponents. 

The odds were stacked against 
them with a number of key players 
injured. 

Passions ran high among players 
from both sides, with bitterness still 
fresh in the hearts of both clubs three 
years after the ill-fated merger. 

Eagles held back Huddersfield with 
controlled defence but NFP leading 
points scorer Hefin O'Hare began the 
onslaught with a try. 

Sheffield had a chance when 
Giants' Chris Thorman lost the ball in 
the tackle and Ian Thompson gained 
80 metres with a sensational sprint, 
but it was to amount to nothing. 

Then a magical 10-minute spurt 
provided two tries and two conver¬ 
sions and a dream eight-point lead 
against only the second team ever to 
go unbeaten in the league in British 
rugby league history. 

Guy Adams and Darren Callaghan 


were the try-scoring heroes in the first 
half. 

Adams took advantage of a 
Richard Goddard break after which 
he powered over the line from a play- 
the-ball. 

A Huddersfield touchdown from 
Rob Roberts just before the break 
narrowed the gap, and Steve 
McNamara's conversion made it 12- 
10 . 

After the break an arrogant pass 
from Huddersfield stand-off Stanley 
Gene was intercepted by Scott 
Rhodes who ran 80 metres before 
diving over the line. 

Fitness began to take its toll for 
part-time Sheffield against the full¬ 
time Giants. 

Ex-Leeds Rhino and recent 
Commonwealth Games England 
rugby sevens squad member Marcus 
St Hilaire got his name on the board 
from a Steve McNamara pass. 

Soon after, Gene made up for his 
earlier mistake with a try and the vic¬ 
tory was sealed with a Heath 
Cruckshank try which McNamara 
converted. 

The final nail in the coffin came 
seconds from the hooter from 
Thorman. McNamara got his fifth 
conversion to end the scoring. 


Eagles 18 ... Huddersfield 31 

Eagles; l Brown; Hurst Kite r 

S{ Hiiaire : O'Hare 
Orabtnee, Cooper, Whittaker; Gene 
Throrman; Slicker, Turner, Wittenbera 
Suh?r ROt ¥ rt K S ' S,eve McNamiT 9 ' 
Riaf' Cruckshank ' Molyneux, March, 

5*"® 1rs: J? g,es: Tries - Adams 

ssBass, 1 ®*** 1 * 


Mark Aston was pleased with his 
team's performance and can certainly 
be optimistic about their play-off 
chances. 

"We were the best team for 60 min¬ 
utes. We took them to the cleaners. 
From one to 17. our players were 
outstanding and did what we believed 
they could do for a long time." 


<- ,4 V 
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Big Match Sponsor 



AMCO Corporation Ltd 
Amco House 
25 Moorgate Road 
Rotherham S60 2AD 

Tel: 01709 828218 

Fax: 01709 828499 

www.amco-corporation.plc.uk 


Proud to support Sheffield Eagles 


Thankyou for 
your support 


SHEFFIELD Eagles would like to 
thank all our sponsors and 
corporate guests for their 
support - both on matchdays and 
at non-matehday events - 
throughout the past 12 months. 

The support of the business 
community in Sheffield and the 
surrounding area is, and will 
continue to be, vital to the club's 
future survival and success. 
We look forward to seeing you 
all again at forthcoming events 
and once again next season 
here at Don Valley. 




^ ? Q 


Matchball Sponsor 



Unit 2F, Westthorpe Field Road, 
Westthorpe Fields Business Park, 
Killamarsh, Sheffield 


Man of the Match Sponsor 


HANLON & WRIGHT 

The Driving Force Behind Successful Machinery Handling 

Tudor House Park Road 
Dukinfield 
Nr Manchester 
SK16 5LX 

Tel: 0161 330 7631/2/2 

www.handlonandwright.co.uk 
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, rmjust 
long-ing 
for an end 

Season has gone on ana on 


D 'M a rugby league fan - 
get me out of here! 

So here we are on a 
hiding to nothing. Welcome 
to Swinton. The Eagles 
should beat them but will 
the club be the winner? 

I hope I'm wrong, but I 
can't see - on the evidence 
of previous games against 
Swinton - there being a 
bumper crowd for tonight's 
r game. 

There’s little chance that 
the club will make a profit 
out this game and money 
•. does matter to keep this 
club alive. 

If you're here and reading 
this then I think you really 
care about Sheffield Eagles 
And you've got a well- 
planned diary. 

The season has gone on 
too long and now the men 
ln Red Hall are dragging out 


the play-offs for the last 
place in new Rrst Division. 

There really does seem to 
be a streak of sadism about 
the Red Hall mafia. 

Can’t you see them sitting 
around a shiny boardroom 
table saying: "Let's test the 
fans’ loyalty. Let’s see how 
long we can drag out the 
season. 

"We'll start in December, 
invent a meaningless cup 
and finish long after 
Blackpool Illuminations have 
been switched on!" 

Maybe it's a cunning plan 
to make everyone welcome 
the switch to summer rugby 
- keeping the season going 
into the gloomy, cold days 
of autumn. 

With a bit more creative 
thinking they could have 
delayed the play-off finals 
until December and made it 
a full-year season. 


There are undercurrents in 
the game at the moment that 
cause me concern. 

In one section of the game's 
'trade press' there seems to 
be a campaign to fiddle with 
the rules yet again. 

Certain people seem to want 
to abandon the current 10- 
metre rule and return to a 
pre-1992 five-metre stand-off 
or even a flexible defensive 
line taken back to the next 
10-metre gridline marked on 
the pitch. 

A solution I've seen 
described in print as "simple 
and neat". Help - is it April 
the first? 

It seems - the way the argu¬ 
ment goes - that we are 
seeing too many tries 
scored because the defen¬ 
sive line is held too far back. 
I see nothing wrong with 
tries being scored. I don't 
want to see dull, defence- 
dominated low-scoring 
games. 

Let's go back to unlimited 
tackles and squat, beer-belly 
forwards lumbering on and 
'sticking it up the jumper'. 
And, perhaps most impor¬ 
tant, if we went to a five- 
metre or a flexible rule it 
could spell the end of the 
career of the fan who 
attends every game just to 
shout at the ref 'get 'em 
back'. 

Who would ever know where 
'back' was? Is nothing 
sacred in our game! 
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Ennn 
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Guy Adams 
Mark Aston 
Lee Bettinson 
Jon Breakingbury 
Andy Brent 
Craig Brown 

Gav in Brow n 

Ian Brown 

Jon Bruce 
Darren Callaghan i 
Adam CarroU _ 
Wdyne Ftynn 
Wayn e Freem an 
Richard Goddard 
JackHowieson 
Greg Hurst ~ ' 

Billy Kershaw 


Neil Kite 
Ryan Knight 
Simon Morton 
Andy Poynter 

An dy Raleig h _ 

Sc ott Rhod es _ 

Richard S ingleton 
Mitchell Stringer 
tan Thompson 
Simon Tillyer 
Lee Truster 
Nick Turnbull 
Paul Wells 


□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□nqn 

i r apnn 
'□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
l □□□□ 
' ~ □□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 
□□□□ 


Mick Nanyn 
Jamie Stenhguse 
Hugh Thorpe ’ 
M/te Whiteside 
Craig Wingfield 


OFFICIALS: 

Referee: 
Touch judge: 
Touch judge: 
Resen/e: 


Programme sponsored by AMCO Corporation pic 



































